
MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

MAG REGIONAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
November 23, 2015

MAG Offices, Ironwood Room
302 N. 1st Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale, Chair
*Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix, Vice Chair
Mayor Jackie Meck, Buckeye, Treasurer 

Mayor Gail Barney, Queen Creek
Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown
#Mayor Mark Mitchell, Tempe
Mayor Lana Mook, El Mirage

* Not present
# Participated by video or telephone conference call

1. Call to Order

The Executive Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Lane at 12:04 p.m. Mayor
Mitchell participated by teleconference. 

2.  Call to the Audience

Chair Lane stated according to the MAG public comment process, members of the audience
who wish to speak are requested to fill out the public comment cards.  He stated that there is
a three-minute time limit.  Public comment is provided at the beginning of the meeting for
items that are not on the agenda that are within the jurisdiction of MAG, or non-action agenda
items that are on the agenda for discussion or information only.  Chair Lane noted no public
comment cards had been received.

3. Approval of Executive Committee Consent Agenda

Chair Lane noted prior to action on the consent agenda, members of the audience are provided
an opportunity to comment on consent items that are being presented for action. Following
the comment period, committee members may request that an item be removed from the
consent agenda.  

Chair Lane requested Consent Item #3E be removed from the consent agenda.

Chair Lane requested a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mayor Barney moved to
approve consent items #3A, #3B, #3C, #3D and #3F.   Mayor LeVault seconded the motion
and the motion carried unanimously.
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3A. Approval of the September 21, 2015 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

The Regional Council Executive Committee, by consent, approved the September 21, 2015
Executive Committee meeting minutes. 

3B. Approval of the September 25, 2015 Executive Committee Special Meeting and Executive
Session Meeting Minutes

The Regional Council Executive Committee, by consent, approved the September 25, 2015
Executive Committee Special Meeting and Executive Session meeting minutes. 

3C. Amendment to the FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to
Accept Additional Funding to Support Organization Development Efforts for Age-Friendly
Community Sites

The Regional Council Executive Committee, by consent, approved to amend the FY 2016
MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to accept a $40,000 grant from
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust to support organizational development efforts for
age-friendly community sites.

The FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget (UPWP) was
approved on May 27, 2015. On October 15, 2015, a $40,000 grant from Virginia G. Piper
Charitable Trust was awarded to Regional Community Partners.  The grant will be used to
support organizational development efforts for age-friendly community sites. This item is to
accept the $40,000 grant and approve an amendment to the MAG FY 2016 UPWP to support
organizational development efforts for age-friendly community sites.

3D. Appointment of MAG Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Transportation Program Ad Hoc
Committee Vice Chair

The Regional Council Executive Committee, by consent, approved the appointment of Janeen
Gaskins, City of El Mirage, as the Vice Chair of the MAG Elderly and Persons with
Disabilities Transportation Program Ad Hoc Committee.

The Vice Chair of the MAG Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Transportation Program
Ad Hoc Committee is no longer with the City of Surprise leaving the Vice Chair position
vacant.  On September 17, 2015, MAG staff sent a notice to the Management Committee, the
MAG Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Transportation Program Ad Hoc Committee, and
the Intergovernmental Representatives to solicit letters of interest for the Vice Chair position
on the Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Transportation Program Ad Hoc Committee. 
Two letters were received, one from the City of El Mirage and one from the City of Goodyear,
requesting consideration for the Vice Chair position. Since that time, the City of Goodyear
withdrew its letter from consideration.
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3F. Amendment to the FY 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget to
Approve the Addition of a Regional Transportation Planning Project for the Maricopa County
Region

The Regional Council Executive Committee, by consent, approved the addition of the
narrative for Transit Oriented Development (TOD) planning grant to continue land use
planning along  the proposed Tempe Streetcar project to the FY 2016 Total Regional Planning
Funds section of the MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget.

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget,
approved by the MAG Regional Council in May 2014, identifies planning projects for the
Maricopa County Region as required by Federal regulation 23CFR 450.308 (c) that includes
a discussion of the planning priorities of the Metropolitan Planning Organization.
Metropolitan transportation planning activities performed with funds provided under title 23
U.S.C. and title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 are required to be documented in the unified planning
work program. Valley Metro received a Transit Oriented Development (TOD)  planning grant
to continue land use planning along  the proposed Tempe Streetcar project. The effort will
include preparing a strategic plan that will identify long term opportunities for TOD as well
as an implementation program. The work will be done by the City of Tempe with support
from Valley Metro and is funded with $250,000 by the FTA Grant and $75,000 through local
funds.  The FTA has indicated that this project needs to be included in the narrative of the
MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget appendix under FY 2016 Total
Regional Planning Funds.

3E. Don't Trash Arizona Litter Prevention Education Contract Extension

This item was removed from the consent agenda to be heard.  

Kelly Taft, MAG Communications Manager, proposed a one year extension for the Litter
Prevention and Education Program. She stated the Regional Transportation Plan includes
$279 million for the freeway maintenance program, including litter control.  In 2003, MAG
and the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) committed to develop a long-term
litter prevention program to reduce freeway litter and defray pickup costs. The program
became known as Don't Trash Arizona and was implemented in 2006.

Ms. Taft stated the goal of Don't Trash Arizona is to increase awareness of the health, safety,
environmental and economic consequences of freeway litter and ultimately change the
behavior of offenders. MAG works cooperatively with ADOT on the program.  MAG uses
an outside consultant to help implement the program in Maricopa County.

            
In November 2014, the MAG Executive Committee approved the selection of Olson
Communications as the consultant for the Don't Trash Arizona program through November
2015.  Shortly thereafter, Olson went into partnership with Fingerpaint Marketing, a national
firm.  Beyond the name change and access to more robust resources, the same Olson staff
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continues to manage the Don't Trash Arizona program.  Ms. Taft explained that the consultant
selection included a provision that the base contract period shall be a one-year term, but MAG
may, at its option, offer to extend the period of this agreement up to a maximum of two, one
year terms, based on consultant performance and funding availability.

            
Ms. Taft reported that Olson has implemented numerous successful strategies this year which
included public relations, media outreach, paid advertising, and school partnerships, as well
as developing and implementing a new campaign theme.  The consultant, Michelle Olson,
was in the audience to answer any committee members questions.

Since the implementation of Don't Trash Arizona, ADOT reported that the amount of roadside
trash has steadily declined.  This despite an increase in lane miles and population, with no
change in how cleanup crews operate.  In an April news release, ADOT attributed the decline
to litter education efforts.  Ms. Taft discussed and provided a copy of the annual evaluation
survey.  The survey found that fewer Valley drivers littered over the past year, which showed
a 15 percent decrease in littering between 2014 and 2015. 

                        
Ms. Taft stated the contract with Fingerpaint expires on November 30, 2015.  Due to the
ongoing success of the Don't Trash Arizona program, staff recommends extending the
consultant contract with Fingerpaint for the first one-year option.  The MAG  Management
Committee recommended approval of the contract extension at the November 18, 2015,
meeting.   She noted that litter education funding is currently budgeted in the approved 2016
Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget.  

Chair Lane thanked Ms. Taft for her report and stated the reason this item was taken off of the
consent agenda was so that the committee would know what the deliverables and performance
levels were.  Chair Lane asked who handled the litter education and prevention program prior
to 2006.  Ms. Taft responded there was not one specific organization or specific funding for
litter education, however Keep America Beautiful efforts were in place across the country. 
She added one of the biggest things this contract allows is for paid media advertising ranging
from radio advertising, sports event advertising and mobile billboard messaging.   This has
been a very concerted effort in the region. 

Mayor Lane asked if the efforts of the ongoing chapter of Keep Arizona Beautiful still
continues.  Ms. Taft responded they run and manage the litter prevention hotline and online
litter reporting.  They also manage the consultant contract with the state.  Ms. Taft reported 
that in 2006, an average of 151,000 bags of litter were collected (500 bags a day) on the
regional freeway system.  Since the implementation of the program,  it has steadily decreased
to 109,000 bags, despite the increase of population and roads.

Chair Lane asked if there were any comments or questions from the committee.  Mayor Mook
asked how much of this money is being spent in the classrooms educating students.  Ms. Taft
responded there have not been a lot of expenditures needed in the public relations efforts
given and school partnerships that they have.  ADOT manages the program outside of
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Maricopa County and they have developed the educational materials to meet all curriculum
standards.  She added that the target demographic are males between 18 to 24 years old.  By
going to the middle schools and high schools and working with pre-teens and teens who are
getting their driver's license, they educate them on litter prevention.  

Ms. Taft discussed the recent Ford Driving Skills for Life Program, which had approximately
900 students participate.  This event allowed them to speak to the students and pass out litter
bags. Other things that are being done include banners at high school football games and
advertising during sports newscasts on television.  

Mayor Mook commented she sees the different promotional advertising materials available
and really likes the car litter bags because she sees them being used.  Mayor LeVault added
a number of Northwest Valley mayors met with representatives from ADOT to make sure the
stretch of US 60 was being maintained from a litter abatement standpoint between the 303, 
Surprise and Wickenburg.  He added this has been a very successful program and would like
it to continue.

Chair Lane moved to approve extending the consultant contract with Fingerpaint Marketing,
Inc., for the first one-year option for the Litter Prevention and Education Program, and to
amend the contract to include the $300,000 budgeted in the FY 2016 Unified Planning Work
Program and Annual Budget for litter prevention and educational efforts.  Mayor Mook
seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

4. Report on the Upcoming Desert Peaks Awards

Kelly Taft, MAG Communications Manager, discussed the biennial Desert Peaks event that
will be taking place this year on  June 22, 2016, following the MAG annual meeting.  In the
past, the meeting and event have been held in the early evening and would require the
committee to agree to change the time of the June 22, 2016, Regional Council meeting from
11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Committee guidance was also needed for several potential changes.

Ms. Taft explained there are currently six Desert Peaks Award categories. They include Public
Partnership; Public Private Partnership; Professional Service; Regional Partnership;
Outstanding Economic Development Champion, and Regional Excellence.  Through this
committee's recommendations, staff will establish a qualified judging panel.  Ms. Taft
provided a letter requesting recommendations, along with a past judges list and past recipients
list to each committee member.  Once the judging panel has selected the recipients, they are
notified in advance of their selection. 

Ms. Taft added that to save costs, MAG has moved from mailing paper invitations to online
registration for the event. This has expedited the process and saved on postage and printing
costs. MAG anticipates using this program for the 2016 invitations.  The event typically
includes heavy hors d'ouvres and two beverage tickets.  The outgoing MAG Chair serves as
the emcee and typically introduces a video providing a summary of the past year of
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achievements. Short video segments also are produced highlighting each recipient.  MAG is
proposing a similar approach this year.

Ms. Taft indicated that during the program, members of the MAG Executive Committee
present the various Desert Peaks awards on stage.  The program concludes with the Passing
of the Gavel and a message from the incoming Chair.  She noted that MAG bylaws call for
the annual meeting to be held in Phoenix and MAG staff is exploring potential venues,
including the Phoenix Airport Marriott, where the Passing of the Gavel was held last year. 

One key question for this committee is to decide whether to charge a fee to attend the awards
event, which has been free to attend in the past.  Due to cost, another recommended change
in 2016 would be a restriction in the maximum number of Lucite awards given in a single
category to 15.  If additional awards are requested, recipients could purchase them following
the event. 

MAG staff also recommended changes to the sponsorship levels to streamline the categories
and increase the higher level sponsorships, while increasing sponsor benefits.  A Sponsor
Level sheet was provided to each member.  Another recommended change to the sponsorship
benefits is to allow the Platinum sponsor to go on stage to assist the Mayor in presenting the
Outstanding Economic Development Champion award.

Ms. Taft also discussed the Call for Nominations.  The call for nominations would be issued
in mid-January and the nomination form will be on the MAG website to download.  The entry
deadline would be Friday, March 11, 2016.  A sample of the nomination form was provided
to each member. 

Chair Lane thanked Ms. Taft for her report and asked what the cost for the event has been in
the past.  Ms. Taft stated the 2014 Desert Peaks venue, awards  and other expenses totaled
$37,033.33, plus labor costs of $35,799.70.  She added last year sponsorships totaled $25,850,
which defrayed the cost of the event.  The staff charges are typically charged against MAG
dues.  Mr. Smith stated if the committee decides to charge attendees for the event, it would
be a very nominal charge and would perhaps decrease the number of "no shows."

Chair Lane asked if this was an additional charge over normal staff time.  Ms. Taft stated this
is part of their eight hour work day and not over and above. Chair Lane stated he does not
think there should be a fee.  Mayor Mook commented if the administrative duties are handled
by MAG staff and this is part of their job, she does not think a fee should be charged to attend
the event.  Mayor LeVault stated the funding raised in sponsorships seem to cover everything
but the labor costs and he would hate to see member agencies decide not to participate
because there is a fee involved.  

Mayor Barney asked if there has been any communities that have taken advantage of the no
cost event and bring more people than necessary.  Ms. Taft stated this has not been an issue. 
The issue is because there is no fee to attend the event, people say they will come, but then
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they do not show up.  This makes providing the venue a count of attendees a bit challenging. 
Mayor Lane stated the consensus of this committee is to continue having the event at no
charge to attendees.  

Ms. Taft also discussed limiting the number of Lucite awards to 15 in a single category, with
the option of purchasing additional awards following the event.  She explained the cost of
these awards are approximately $100 each.  At the last Desert Peaks event there was a
category that had 60 partners.  She explained that there is not anything in the rules formally
limiting the number of awards to 15.  Staff was able to speak with the entrants and they agreed
to receive 16 awards.  

Mayor Barney stated he does not think the number of awards should be limited, all partners
in the winning category should receive an award.  Mr. Smith stated this also came up in
another Executive Committee meeting when there was one large award and then smaller
awards for all the partners.  At that time, it was decided by the committee that everyone would
receive the large award, which really increases the cost.  He noted one year, the winner wanted
60 awards.  They asked if they could buy more awards, which we agreed they could do.  Sixty
awards at $100 each is a lot of money.  Mayor Barney asked how many times this issue has
come up.  Ms. Taft stated it has happened about six times.  Each time, staff was able to work
with the winner to decrease the number of awards, and suggested the option of formally
limiting the number of awards due to the cost.  Chair Lane stated the consensus was to limit
the awards between 15 to 20.   

Ms. Taft also discussed the suggested changes to the sponsorship levels to streamline the
categories and increase the higher level sponsorships, while increasing sponsor benefits.  This
year, staff is providing four levels of sponsorship: Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.
Donations up to $2,000 will be recognized as Bronze Sponsors; donations of $4,000 will be
recognized as Silver Sponsors; donations of $6,000 will be recognized as Gold Sponsors; and
donations of $8,000 will be Platinum Sponsors.  She also discussed the benefits of each level,
including the Platinum level sponsor who will have the option of  introducing the Outstanding
Economic Development Champion award.  Also new this year, is the opportunity for Gold
level sponsors to place informational materials at the event.  

Ms. Taft discussed the Year in Review video.  Chair Lane noted he had heard comments that
at the last event, the  video was too lengthy.   Ms. Taft responded this year's video will be
reduced to less than ten minutes.  Chair Lane asked who is invited to this event, other than
MAG member agencies.  Ms. Taft responded that all of the major MAG policy committees,
some technical committees, as well as the selected award recipients and group partners.  All
state legislatures are also invited and recognized as VIPs when they attend the event.  Mayor
LeVault added that state legislators have also been invited to participate as judges, based on
the recommendation of the Executive Committee.  Ms. Taft thanked the Chair and committee
for their input and direction.  
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5. MAG Committee Chair and Vice Chair Appointments ending December 31, 2015

Denise McClafferty, MAG Regional Program Manager, stated on August 21, 2013, the MAG
Regional Council approved updates to the MAG Committee Operating Policies and
Procedures.  Officer appointments for technical and other policy committees, with exception
of the MAG Regional Council, Transportation Policy Committee, and Management
Committee, will be made by the MAG Executive Committee and are eligible for two-year
terms with succession of positions occurring through the ascending order of officers.  These
appointments will be staggered to assist with continuity, appointing approximately half of the
committee officers in June each year and the remainder in January, unless a vacancy occurs. 

A memorandum was sent to the technical and policy committee members whose chairs and
vice chairs expire in January, explaining that officers of these committees have served their
term.  According to the policies and procedures, the committee's vice chair will ascend to the
chair position, and letters of interest were requested for the vice chair positions to be
appointed by the Regional Council Executive Committee.  A table was included in the agenda
packet that showed the letters received for each committee.

Ms. McClafferty pointed out that the Technology Advisory Group and the Transportation
Safety Committee are appointing both a Chair and Vice Chair.  She explained the current
Technology Advisory Group Vice Chair's schedule did not allow him to take on the
responsibilities of the Chair so he stepped down.  For the Transportation Safety Committee,
the Vice Chair changed jobs, moving from Avondale to Chandler, therefore leaving the Chair
position vacant.

Ms. McClafferty also noted both the Domestic Violence Council and the Transportation
Safety Committee received more than one letter of interest for Vice Chair.  Letters for the
Domestic Violence Council include: Jon Eliason from Maricopa County; Chief Steve Stahl
from the City of Maricopa; and Councilmember Thelda Williams from Phoenix.  Staff did
receive an email from Gilbert withdrawing Councilmember Cook's letter of interest on the
Domestic Violence Council, but he is very interested in any future leadership opportunities
with the Council.  

Mr. Smith asked about geographic balance on these committees.  Ms. McClafferty
commented if the Chair is from the West Valley, then an East Valley, Central City or
Maricopa County Vice Chair is chosen, to keep the geographical balance. She noted this is
why Councilmember Cook withdrew his letter of interest.   

Ms. McClafferty also informed the committee that two letters were received for the
Transportation Safety Committee: one from Kiran Guntupalli from Glendale, and one from 
Shane Kiesow from Apache Junction.  The committee is requested to approve the
appointments of the technical and policy committee chairs and vice chairs that will end
December 31, 2017.
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Chair Lane thanked Ms. McClafferty for the report and asked if there were any comments or
questions from the committee.  Mayor Mook moved to appoint Thelda Williams as Vice
Chair of the Domestic Violence Council.  Mayor LeVault seconded the motion and the motion
carried unanimously

Keeping with policy, Mayor Barney moved to approve Kiran Guntupalli from Glendale, as
Vice Chair of the Transportation Safety Committee.   Mayor Mitchell seconded the motion
and the motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Barney moved to approve the remaining Vice Chair MAG Technical and Policy
Committee Chair and Vice Chair positions as listed.  Mayor Meck seconded the motion and
the motion carried unanimously. 

6. Proposed Consultant Practicum Project with the Thunderbird School of Global Management

Denise McClafferty, MAG Regional Program Manager, stated MAG has participated with the
Thunderbird School of Global Management on several economic development related
projects.  In 2013, Thunderbird conducted research on Arizona-Mexico Small and Medium
Sized Business Connections.  One of the recommendations that came out of this study was
to create a platform in which to connect small and medium sized businesses in Arizona and
Mexico, which would assist in promoting trade and exports. As a result of this
recommendation, MAG staff created the Building an International Economic Network (BIEN)
platform.   She noted currently there are over 830 registered users and Alana Chavez Langdon,
MAG International Economic Development Analyst III,  has been doing a fantastic job with
the outreach on BIEN.  

Ms. McClafferty stated staff is proposing to contract with the Thunderbird Consultant
Practicum Program, in an amount not to exceed $2,000, to assist with identifying ways to
further promote BIEN and potentially identifying a marketing plan. The funding is available
in the FY 2016 Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget for this activity.

Chair Lane asked if there any questions or comments from the committee.  There were none.
Mayor LeVault moved to approve proceeding with the Thunderbird Consultant Practicum
Program project regarding BIEN in an amount not to exceed $2,000.  Mayor Mook seconded
the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

7. Applying for Additional Continuum of Care Homeless Planning Funding from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development

Amy St. Peter, MAG Assistant Director, informed the committee that staff is in the process
of preparing a Continuum of Care (CoC) Planning grant funding application in the amount
of $265,000 from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  She
added the CoC currently receives $180,000 in HUD CoC Planning funds, that helps to cover
two positions at MAG; one full time staff member and one full-time intern.
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Ms. St. Peter stated the additional funding request, if approved by HUD, will be used to hire
one additional full-time staff dedicated to the Human Services Division and the Continuum
of Care, with a focus on data analysis, specifically with monitoring and evaluation.   Locally
and regionally this is needed to keep the CoC competitive.  The funding is becoming more
and more competitive at the national level.  

Ms. St. Peter added MAG will provide the required 25 percent match in the amount of
$66,250 using dedicated homeless assessment funding.  The request from HUD in the amount
of $265,000 plus cash match of $66,250 brings the total budget to $331,250.  She noted staff
is expecting to hear back from HUD in March 2016.  Mr. Smith stated the application process
has now been changed so that MAG is not competing against the funds that would have gone
to the other agencies.  He added the CoC does not report to Regional Council and staff felt
it was appropriate to bring this to the Executive Committee. 

 
Chair Lane stated the net effect on this may require an additional MAG staff member and
asked if this would be recovered through this increase of funding.  Ms. St. Peter stated that
was correct. Chair Lane asked  if there any questions or comments from the committee.  There
were none.

8. Update on the Gaiser v. Valley Metro Rail et al, Maricopa County Case NO. CV2015-10237

Mayor LeVault moved the Executive Committee go into Executive Session regarding agenda
items #8 and #9.  Mayor Meck seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  The
meeting went into Executive Session at 12:51 p.m.

9. Annual Performance Review of the MAG Executive Director

Mayor LeVault moved that the Executive Committee go into Executive Session regarding
agenda items #8 and #9.  Mayor Meck seconded the motion and the motion carried
unanimously.  The meeting went into Executive Session at 12:51 p.m.

The Executive Committee reconvened regular session at 1:02 p.m.  No action was taken.

10. Possible Action on the Annual Performance Review of the MAG Executive Director

Audrey Skidmore, MAG Information Technology Manager, reviewed the process for
conducting the annual performance review of the MAG Executive Director.  The employment
agreement entered into with the MAG Executive Director in January 2003 provided that the
Executive Committee conduct an annual performance review in consultation with the
Regional Council.  On December 15, 2003, the Executive Committee approved an evaluation
survey for the MAG Executive Director's performance review.  

Ms. Skidmore stated to provide a more efficient process, the evaluation survey has been
converted to electronic format in SurveyMonkey.  She explained staff issues a personalized
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link to each Executive Committee and Regional Council member and the survey is sent
directly from SurveyMonkey.  Staff is seeking approval to continue this process.

Chair Lane thanked Ms. Skidmore and asked if there any questions or comments from the
committee.  There were none.  Mayor LeVault moved to approve the current electronic format
of the MAG Executive Director’s performance evaluation in SurveyMonkey.  Mayor Barney
seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously

11. Legislative Update

Nathan Pryor, Government Relations Manager, provided an update on the federal surface 
transportation reauthorization. He noted MAG is currently under MAP-21 which was set to
expire on November 20, 2015. It has been extended through December 4, 2015. The Senate
has passed their version of the DRIVE Act and the House has passed their version of
reauthorization. These two bills are now at the conference committee.  Mr. Pryor stated that
there were a number of amendments that would have increased the Surface Transportation
Program (STP) funding for urbanized areas, including MAG. In the Senate, there was the
Wicker/Booker amendment and in the House, the David/Titus amendment; both would have
made significant increases in STP funding to urbanized areas. Despite having the votes in the
House, the amendment did not go through. The overall effect is we should not anticipate a
significant increase in (STP) funding. 

Mr. Pryor discussed the use of data in determining funding allocations. He noted some of the
data is tied to census information from the year 2000. This has a negative effect to high
growth states, like Arizona. He indicated that Arizona rose four positions in our state
population compared to the rest of the country and the federal government continues to use
old data for funding allocations. Mr. Pryor stated the new transportation legislation may be
a five to six year bill so we could be operating under this old funding formula for the duration
of that time.  Staff has had conversations with other high growth states that are also negatively
affected by this and are hoping to call attention to get this issue rectified.

Mr. Pryor stated there was a late effort by the Arizona Department of Transportation
(ADOT) and private stakeholders to create a pilot program seeking an exemption to fiscal
policies that would allow environmental work to begin a projects like Interstate 11.  ADOT
and MAG provided conference committee members a letter of support by ADOT Director,
John Halikowski, and MAG TPC Chair, Mayor Jerry Weiers. Mr. Pryor reported that
Interstate 11 has portions, such as Nevada, that are being worked on more actively than in
Arizona.  To get the project going in the West Valley, it requires a Tier II environmental
assessment. For this to occur, the project needs to be in the State Transportation Improvement
Plan. In order for this to be in the State’s plan, there has to be funding identified for the
project. Currently there is no funding identified for portions of I-11 to begin construction. 

Mr. Pryor indicated there is a high interest in parts of the corridor where private stakeholders
are willing to donate right of way to get this project started. Without identified funding we
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cannot start the environmental processes to identify the centerline to prepare I-11 for
construction.  He noted there has been some discussion in seeking an exemption to the
funding requirement to enable the environmental work to proceed. This has been framed as
a pilot program. 

Mr. Pryor added there have been conversations with Senators McCain’s office, Senator
Boxer’s office and Senator Inhofe’s office about surface transportation reauthorization and
the Senate House Conference Committee will be working on this for the next week.  Staff has
not yet received word on how this will be received.

Chair Lane thanked Mr. Pryor for his update and asked committee members if they had any
comments or questions. Mr. Smith stated ADOT has budgeted about $14 million for the Tier
I Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  This will not get the stakeholders in the West
Valley that want to donate land right of way a centerline. He noted that we can start on a Tier
II EIS, but we cannot get a Record of Decision unless we meet this financial requirement. 
Staff mentioned this to the stakeholders and they took the initiative to work on the conference
committee. This exemption could get the project shovel ready. The challenge will be the
funding. This project is in our plan but it is called an illustrative project, which means we do
not have funding for it. In order to get that record of decision, which then gets us a centerline,
we have to get this exemption.  

Chair Lane asked if he was understanding correctly that the idea of any dedication or
contribution of land has nothing to do with the funding mechanism, and we are just looking
for a waiver on the funding requirement in order to get the Tier II, which can get us the
centerline.  Mr. Smith stated that was correct.

Mayor Barney asked if a letter of support with signatures from all MAG mayors would
help. Mr. Smith stated this is moving very fast and would be resolved before the next
Regional Council meeting.  Mr. Pryor added the letters of support from ADOT and the MAG
Regional Council Chair have already been passed along to the conference committee
members.

12. Request for Future Agenda Items  

Chair Lane asked if there were any requests for future agenda items.  There were none.

13.    Comments from the Committee

Chair Lane asked if there were any comments from the committee.  Mayor Barney asked in
regards to time sensitive issues (such as the I-11 issue that was discussed,) when MAG needs
the support of MAG mayors, is there a way that they could provide signed documentation
showing their support prior to the next Regional Council meeting. Fredda Bisman, MAG
Legal Counsel, stated this is not allowed under the Open Meeting Law.
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Adjournment

There being no further business, the Executive Committee adjourned at 1:17 p.m.

____________________________________
         Chair

____________________________________
Secretary
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